Deriving Disability Status (Severity)
Introduction
· This document outlines how we derive the different categories of ‘Disability Status’ or severity in the Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers (SDAC).
· It attempts to explain the derivation process in non-technical terms.
Disability Status data item
The Disability Status output data item in SDAC has the following output categories:
1. Has disability and profoundly limited in core activities
2. Has disability and severely limited in core activities
3. Has disability and moderately limited in core activities
4. Has disability and mildly limited in core activities
5. Has disability and no limited in core activities but restricted in schooling or employment
6. Has disability and not limited in core activities or restricted in schooling or employment
7. Has a long-term health condition without disability
8. No long-term health condition or disability
Derivation process
In SDAC, a person is considered to have disability if they have any limitation, restriction or impairment which restricts everyday activities and has lasted, or is likely to last, for six months or more. 
Categories 1 to 4 
Those individuals who are identified as having disability are sequenced through a set of question modules which are used to determine an individual’s level of limitation with the core activities of mobility, communication and self-care. 
Regardless of which long-term health condition/s a person identifies as the main condition/s causing their disability, all persons with disability are sequenced through the core activity limitation modules and asked the same set of questions to determine their core activity limitation level.
For each of these three core activities there are five levels of limitation - profound, severe, moderate, mild and no limitation – summarised as follows:
· profound - the person is unable to do, or always needs help with, a core activity task 
· severe - the person: 
. sometimes needs help with a core activity task, and/or 
. has difficulty understanding or being understood by family or friends, or 
. can communicate more easily using sign language or other non-spoken forms of communication
· moderate - the person needs no help, but has difficulty with a core activity task 
· mild - the person needs no help and has no difficulty with any of the core activity tasks, but: 
. uses aids or equipment for core tasks, or has one or more of the following limitations 
. cannot easily walk 200 metres 
. cannot walk up and down stairs without a handrail 
. cannot easily bend to pick up an object from the floor 
. needs assistance or has difficulty using public transport or cannot use it at all
· no limitation – none of the above.

The following table has a more detailed breakdown of the levels for each core activity and these criteria reflect the questions asked of respondents. 
A person’s overall level for each core activity is determined by their highest level of limitation in these activities.
For example, looking at the mobility column (see following table), a person may report:
1. that they sometimes need help or supervision with moving around places away from their place of residence 
2. they use a mobility aid.
Even though ‘uses a mobility aid’ aligns with the Mild level of limitation, this is outweighed by ‘they sometimes need help or supervision with moving around places away from their place of residence’, which would give them a severe level of limitation for mobility. 
Once we have determined a level of limitation for each of the core activities, i.e. mobility, communication and self-care, we then use this information to determine a person’s overall core activity limitation. 
We do this by using the same approach used for each individual core activity domain, that is taking the highest level of core activity limitation from across the three domains and using that as a person’s overall level of core activity limitation.
For example, if a person has a severe mobility limitation, no communication limitation and a moderate self-care limitation, then their overall core activity limitation would be severe.


	Level of limitation
	Mobility
	Communication
	Self-care

	Profound
	the person:
· does not get out of bed 
· does not move around the residence 
· does not leave home because of their condition 
· always needs help or supervision with: 
. moving around places away from their place of residence 
. moving about their place of residence 
. getting into or out of a bed or chair

	the person cannot understand or be understood at all. They always need help when communicating with family or friends and people they don't know. 
	the person always needs help or supervision with: 
· bathing or showering 
· dressing 
· eating 
· toileting 
· managing bladder or bowel control


	Severe
	the person sometimes needs help or supervision with: 
· moving around places away from their place of residence 
· moving about their place of residence 
· getting into or out of a bed or chair

	the person:
· communicates more easily with sign language or other non-spoken communication 
· sometimes needs help understanding or being understood by someone they don't know
· sometimes needs help understanding or being understood by family or friends 
· doesn't need help, but has difficulty understanding or being understood by family or friends.

	the person sometimes needs help or supervision with: 
· bathing or showering 
· dressing 
· eating 
· toileting 
· managing bladder or bowel control


	Moderate
	the person has difficulty, but doesn't need help with: 
· moving around places away from their place of residence 
· moving about their place of residence 
· getting into or out of a bed or chair

	the person doesn't need help, but has difficulty understanding or being understood by someone they don't know
	 the person has difficulty, but doesn't need help with: 
· bathing or showering 
· dressing 
· eating 
· toileting 
· managing bladder or bowel control


	Mild
	the person doesn't need any help and doesn't have any difficulty with moving around, but: 
· uses a mobility aid 
· cannot easily walk 200 metres or takes longer to do so than most people their age 
· cannot walk up or down stairs without using a handrail 
· cannot easily bend to pick something off the floor 
· cannot use public transport 
· can use public transport, but needs help or supervision 
· needs no help or supervision, but has difficulty using public transport

	the person has no difficulty understanding or being understood by someone else, but uses a communication aid
	the person: 
· doesn't need any help and doesn't have any difficulty with self-care, but uses an aid 
· does not use the toilet, but does not have difficulty controlling their bladder or bowel


	No limitation
	None of the above
	None of the above
	None of the above



Category 5
If a person has no core activity limitations, that is, they have no limitations or restrictions in mobility, communication or self-care activities, we then look at their level of schooling and employment restriction. 
SDAC uses education and employment restriction question modules to determine a person’s level of restriction for schooling or employment.
Regardless of condition/s reported, all persons with disability, aged 5-20 years (and have not completed year 12 for ages 15-20 years) are sequenced through the education restriction modules,  deriving the level of restriction for schooling for persons aged 5-20 years with disability. These levels of restriction are profound, severe, moderate, mild and no schooling restriction. 
Similarly, regardless of the conditions reported, all persons with disability, aged 15-120 years (and not currently attending/studying at school for those aged 15-20 years), are sequenced through the employment restriction modules, and a level of restriction for employment is derived. Similarly to education, these levels are profound, severe, moderate, mild and no employment restriction.
If a person has no core activity limitation, and they have any level of restriction in schooling or employment, that is, profound, severe, moderate or mild, then their disability status is set to ‘5. Has disability and not limited in core activities but restricted in schooling or employment’.
If a person has any core activity limitation (profound, severe, moderate or mild) and a schooling or employment restriction, the core activity limitation takes precedence when setting their disability status. 
For example, if a person has a mild core activity limitation, but a moderate schooling restriction, then their disability status would be set to ‘4. Has disability and mildly limited in core activities’, and not ‘5. Has disability and not limited in core activities but restricted in schooling or employment’, as the mild core activity limitation outweighs the schooling restriction in the disability status hierarchy.

Category 6
In some cases, a person with disability does not identify any limitations in the core activities modules and no restrictions in school or employment modules. For this small group of the population, their disability status is set to ‘6. Has disability and not limited in core activities or restricted in schooling or employment’.

Categories 7 and 8
For those persons who have not been identified as having disability, but have reported one or more long-term health conditions, their disability status is set to ‘7. Has a long-term health condition without disability’.
Persons without disability who have not reported any long-term health conditions have a disability status of ‘8. No long-term health condition or disability’.

Conclusion and additional notes
The above derivation process explains the way Disability Status is derived in SDAC. Severity or level of disability is determined after a person’s disability is identified in SDAC and is independent of the type of long-term health condition/s a person may have. The only criteria required is that a person must have at least one long-term health condition that causes limitation, restriction or impairment in everyday activities before they are sequenced to the questions that establish Disability Status. 
For people identified as having disability, the Disability Status questions ask about their level of restriction with each of the core activities of mobility, communication and self-care. The highest level of restrictions reported for any core activity take precedence for determining the overall level of Disability Status. The levels for Profound, Severe, Moderate and Mild are mutually exclusive. 
In SDAC, there is the opportunity for respondents to report all/other long-term health conditions that they have. It is up to the respondent to report and disclose their long-term health conditions. A person must have reported a long-term health condition to be identified as having disability in SDAC. However, it is possible for a person in SDAC to have a long-term health condition and not have disability.


